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The Prison Rape Elimination
Act, otherwise known as PREA,
is a federal law which was passed
unanimously by the United States
Congress and signed into law
in 2003 by President George
W. Bush. The Act supports
the elimination, reduction and
prevention of sexual assault and
rape in correctional systems
across the country. This includes
federal, state, county facilities
and all other law enforcement
detention facilities.

The Law establishes a
zero tolerance standard
for incidents of sexually
abusive behavior committed
by staff or other inmates.

It makes prevention of incidents
a top priority for the Department.
It establishes national standards
for detection, prevention,
reduction and punishment of
prisoner sexual assaults, increases
available incident data for

better correctional management,
standardizes definitions used for
data collection on incidents and
increases accountability of prison
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